The Epics' .- Bhagavad Gita •
both the sides are arranged ready for battle and Arjuna hesitates to fight, being shocked at the thought oil slaying his own kinsfolk and preceptors, Lord Krishna expounds to him the great truths of real duty the knowledge of the self f so as to inspire into the spirit of selfless service. The poem sets fortlr elaborately the eternal nature of the soul, the need: fof the proper performance of one's own Oharma; the value of Karma or selfless action * Jnana or spiritual knowledge and Bhakti or incessant devotion as tfie means of attaining liberation from the bondage* of Wordly existence. The doctrine of self surrender, the lesson of detachment from the "ff \iits of one's own action and numerous other similar great principles of Hindu Philosophy are all compressed in the Gita' and it has therefore been all along the most popular and adored treatise on Hindu Philosophy. Numberless philosophers like Sankara, Ramanuja and Madhw have commented on it. There are translations and commentaries on. the Gita in all* the Indian and inanyt foreign languages. In short, it is the greatest and most popular work in Indian Philosophical literature.          ,
Though tradition holds the Bhagavad Gita to be a portion of the Bhishma Parva of the Mahabhatatail scholars of research have refuted such a view. A long; poem of 650 verses dealing with intricate and serious^ codes of philosophy could not have been spoken out oft the field of battle. Originally there might have been a brief dialogue between Krishna and Arjuna, in the